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Module #1  Ask  Lesson #8 

Background Information:  “Bubbles have natural colors that can be seen when you view the bubbles in different 
lights.  These colors can be seen even though bubbles are transparent.  You can also add color to bubbles using a 
few drops of water-based paint or food coloring.  The first technique is the one most people will be familiar with. 
Here, you mix your paint (in this case tempera) with your bubble mixture, stir it up and then blow into it with a straw 
to create lots and lots of bubbles.  You then gently place the paper over the bubbles so they will pop and you can 
make a print from them.  You then remove the paper and allow it to dry.  This is the basic technique, but you can 
vary it. For example, you can use a large tray of bubbles to cover the whole sheet at once instead of simply making 
a print of just one bubble. Alternatively you can make bubbles of several different colors as in the example below, 
and print them either one at a time on the same page, or cluster them together and do them all at once to create 
multi-color bubble circles.  The print below was taken after blowing bubbles of different colors on the same surface.” 

 

Grade Level:  
Elementary 

Focus:  Using all of 
your senses, primarily 
visual and touch.   

 

Supplies & Materials 

 Butcher paper 

 Chart paper 

 Markers 

 ½ Composition 
Book or paper 
folder 

 Straws 

 Dawn Detergent 

 Karo syrup or 
glycerin 

 Bucket  

 Paper plates 

 Rulers 

Preparation 

 Review entire lesson plan 

 Prepare the bubble solution 
in advance  (Add a few 
drops of food coloring or 
paint to make it easier to 
see the shape of the bubble 
when it pops so the art will 
be more clear. 

 

Objective:  Children apply the skills of observation utilizing the five senses to learn about bubbles.    

Introduction: 

Prior Knowledge:  Ask children the following questions. 

1. What do you think will happen when you mix paint into the bubble solution?  
2. What makes you think what you do? 
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3. If you hear someone say, “Bubbles are transparent” what does that mean?  Do you think that is true?  
Why do you think as you do? 

4. If you put paint into the bubble mixture, will the bubble still be transparent?  Why do you think as you do? 

Build Vocabulary Knowledge:  Words to describe bubbles 

Transparent can see through something (in this case bubbles) 

Bubble:  a thin sphere of liquid enclosing air or another gas (All grades)  

Sphere:   a circle shape that has volume, like a ball (All grades) 

Soap film:  thin layers of liquid (usually water-based) surrounded by air. For example, if two soap bubbles 
come into contact, they merge and a thin film is created in between. 

Surface Tension:  The pressure applied to something at the edge (like the pressure on your fingers) 

Lesson:  During this part children will engage in hands-on, minds-on, collaborative work to promote critical 
thinking.   

Bubble Art  

What you will need:   

 Bubble solution with 4-5 drops of tempera paint included in the mixture (you have 6 colors) 

 Art paper (could be card stock or construction paper-2  pieces for each youth) 

 Straws 

 Flat surface (table top covered with garbage bag) 

 Pencils 

What you will do:   

1. Divide youth into teams of 4 
2. Give each youth a pencil and 2 pieces of art paper, asking them to write names on the back of the paper 
3. Distribute the small containers of bubble solution mixed with different colors and a straw to each youth 
4. Demonstrate the two methods of Bubble Art described above (a. one color at a time, layering the colored 

bubbles, b. multiple bubbles in different colors at the same time, placing the paper on top of the bubbles 
gently and then picking up the print as the bubbles pop. 

5. Ask youth why the Bubbles are popping when the paper touches them.  (Bubbles pop on dry surfaces 
and the paper is dry.) 

6. Answer any questions that youth have. 
7. Talk about how to work together, taking turns and help each other out, so everyone can be successful 
8. While youth are working on the Bubble Art ask the following open-ended questions: 

a. What have you observed? 
b. Which of your senses are you using? 
c. What other senses might you use? 
d. Why do you think what you have observed is happening? 
e. What is the best way to blow bubbles using more than one color so they don’t pop too soon?  

How do you know this? 
f. What is the best way to blow multiple little bubbles of the same color at one time?  How do you 

know this? 
g. What advice would you give to other bubble blowers in order for them to be more successful? 

9. When youth have finished the Bubble Art Projects place them to the side to dry.  Also after clean up ask 
youth to sit together for the closing.   

10. Go through the closing questions with youth. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liquid
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soap_bubble
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Closing:  During this part of the lesson you will reconnect with the objective.   

Review:  Recap what we did today.  Ask the question:  What did we do today? What new words did we discuss 
today?  (record the responses) 

Reflect:  Think about what was learned.  Ask:  What was something you learned today? (record the responses in 
bullet points)  What did you observe during today’s bubble art activity?  How do the things you observe change 
your behavior? 

Debrief:  Consider how what you learned today can be used tomorrow in school and in your life.  Ask:  How might 
you use what you learned today about observing using as many senses as you can be helpful tomorrow in school?  
(record the answers) 

How might you use what you learned this evening at home?  (record the answers) 

Write:  Look at the bubble print you created.  Do one of the following: 

Write directions for making a Bubble Print.  Be sure to include the tips you’ve learned from doing it. 

OR 

Look at the print you made.  What does it remind you of?  What’s the story you see in the print?  Write a 
paragraph or two sharing what you see in the print that you have made.  Share with at least one other person 

 

 

Bubble Recipe 

1 gallon water 

1 c. Dawn Dishwashing Liquid  

2 tablespoons Karo Corn Syrup or glycerin (you can purchase glycerin at Wal Mart) 

Directions: 

 Mix in the bucket stirring gently to avoid creating foam.   

 The solution will keep for several weeks and seems to improve with age, so don’t worry if you have some 

left over 

 Distribute to youth in the small food storage containers after sealing with the lid  


