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Module #1  Ask  Lesson #2 

Background Information:  In order to observe we must use all five of our senses to understand the world:  sight, touch, 
smell, hearing, and taste.  This lesson is about using our sense of hearing.  In this case observation will require youth to 
listen to sounds, soft or loud around them and try to describe those sounds they hear.  Too often we are so bombarded with 
noise we stop listening.  Observation through sound requires we are quiet and listening.    

Grade Level:  Elementary Focus:  Sense of Hearing 

 

Supplies & Materials 

 Butcher paper 

 Chart paper 

 Markers 

 Word cards 

 Sounds on portable 
drive 

 ½ Composition Book 
or paper folder 

Preparation 

 Review entire lesson 
plan 

 Review the various 
sounds you can 
download by clicking on 
the link at the end of this 
lesson plan.   

Objective:  Children use the sense of hearing to observe the world around them and build vocabulary to help them describe 
what they hear.   

Introduction: 

Prior Knowledge:  Ask children the following questions. 

We can think about sounds and the places they are associated with, such as places children like you go (like school and 
sporting events), outdoors (birds, sirens, road noise), and animals (oinks, bleats, meows).   

1. What other places, animals, or outdoor activities can you think of which have a distinctive sound? 
2. Think about words that describe the intensity of the noise—loud, soft, etc.  What other words might you use to 

describe the sounds you hear? 
3. Some words sound like the noise they are describing.  These word are examples of onomatopoeia.  List the 

following words that are examples of onomatopoeia on a piece of chart paper or white board. 
a. buzz 
b. roar 
c. creak 
d. thump 
e. screech 

4. Ask children to act out the words you have listed.  Ask children to help you with other words that are examples of 
onomatopoeia.  List them on the board or chart paper as well.    

Build Vocabulary Knowledge:  Words to describe different sounds 

What’s That? 

What you will need:   

 Sound effects—links to sounds attached 

 Computer with speakers 

 Paper 

 Pencils 

What you will do:   

1. Divide the youth into pairs 
2. Give each pair a piece of paper and a pencil 
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3. Ask youth to fold the paper into four columns (two hot dog folds—demonstrate) 
4. Ask youth to label the columns in this way: 

Animals Places 
  Outdoors--

City Outdoors—
Country 

#5 

 

#10 

 
 #1 

5. Explain they are going to listen to several sounds.  
6. Explain each sound will have a number.   
7. Explain they will write the number of the sound under the correct column.  (Demonstrate like in the example above) 
8. Explain they will talk over each sound as partners and then place the sound in the correct column by writing the 

number of the sound. 
9. Explain they can also draw a picture if they would like to do so. 
10. When you have listened to all of the sounds, replay the sounds and discuss each one.  Each time ask if the sound is 

loud or soft, shrill or soothing, and whether or not the word that describes the sound is an example of onomatopoeia.   
11. Ask children to pick 2 words that describe sounds and record the words in the vocabulary notebook (1/2 

Composition Book or paper book you made).  Ask them to draw a picture of the animal or item that makes that 
noise.  Entry should look like this:  

    Oink, Oink, Oink!                                                                    

Lesson:  During this part children will engage in hands-on, minds-on, collaborative work to promote critical thinking.   

STOMP 

What you will need:   

 STOMP Trailer Video—1:31 Minutes  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKa-pi577n0  

 Computer to play video for youth to watch—with sound 

 Chart Paper 

 Markers 

 Paper 

 Pencils, crayons, or colored pencils  

What you will do:   

1. Before viewing the STOMP You Tube video, explain to youth that STOMP is a touring theater company who uses 
common, everyday items to create rhythms and music.  Explain they use garbage cans, sticks, their hands and feet, 
oil drums, and other things to create very interesting and entertaining sounds. 

2. Explain to youth you are going to have them listen to short video, only 1 ½ minutes long and during this video they 
should listen closely and consider what items STOMP Performers are using to make the sounds they hear.  Explain 
you will ultimately have them watch the video as well as hear it. 

3. Let children listen to the video.  (Be careful they are not seeing anything) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKa-pi577n0
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FyVqBpDid--bLM&tbnid=WFjC0VtIc5uzWM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/tildenms/&ei=IG9iUuX-NIex2AXu7oD4Bw&bvm=bv.54934254,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNGak0k2WXQpXWlG5gcSrf9dyYjh8A&ust=1382269077563416
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4. For 1st through 3rd grades, ask the youth to share the different objects they believe are being used to make the 
sounds and make a list on chart paper or white board.   

5. For 1st through 3rd grades, ask the youth what words they know that describe the sounds they were hearing (clatter, 
tap, slap, etc.) 

6. For 4th through 6th graders divide the youth into pairs 
7. Ask them to make a list of as many different items they believe the STOMP team used to make the sounds, and to 

associate a sound to that object.  For example, garbage can lids, crashing, clanging, smacking would be words that 
might describe the noise made by garbage can lids.  Note:  If 4th-6th grader struggle with this as pairs, bring them 
back together and brainstorm like you did with the 1st through 3rd graders. 

8. Once answers have been recorded, play the video again and ask youth to add anything they heard this time that 
they missed the time before. 

9. For all youth 1st-6th ask pairs to make the connection between the object making the sound and the sound made by 
drawing a picture of the object and writing the word(s) that describes the sound next to the picture.  Explain that they 
should make at least 5 connections.   

10. Have pairs share their work with other pairs.   
11. Discuss which sounds are representative of onomatopoeia. 
12. Discuss which sounds were loud, soft, shrill, pleasing, etc. 
13. Discuss how listening carefully helps you better understand the world and the people in it. 

The Sound of Silence 

What you will need:   

 Chart paper or white board, pens 

What you will do:   

1. Explain to youth some noises are so common or so quiet we no longer pay attention to them.  We no longer observe 
them. 

2. Explain you are going to do two different listening observations, one inside the classroom and the second outside. 
3. Explain they will sit without talking for 1-3 minutes in the classroom paying attention to the sounds they hear 
4. After the 1-3 minutes, they will help make a list of what they did hear (breathing, chair moving, tapping, etc.)  Record 

the list. 
5. Then explain you are going to go outside and sit on the grass (or the benches, or around outside tables) 
6. Explain when you arrive at the spot you’ve selected, they will sit quietly without talking for three minutes and listen to 

the sounds around them—sounds both nearby and far way.   
7. Ask youth to identify the sounds they heard 
8. Return to the classroom, transfer the outdoor words to the chart 
9. Ask youth if any of the words represent onomatopoeia 
10. Ask youth why they think they heard things they normally don’t tune into 
11. Ask youth why they think it is important to learn to use the sense of hearing to explore the world. 

Closing:  During this part of the lesson you will reconnect with the objective.   

Review:  Recap what we did today.  Ask the question:   

1. What did we do today?  
2. What new words did we discuss today?  (record the responses) 
3. What sense did we use in observation today? 

Reflect:  Think about what was learned.  Ask:   

1. What did you learn about observing through listening today. (record the responses in bullet points)   

Debrief:  Consider how what you learned today can be used tomorrow in school and in your life.  Ask:   

1. How might you use what you learned about listening today tomorrow in school?  (record the answers) 
2. How might you use what you learned today about listening at home?  (record the answers) 
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Write:  For 1st-3rd graders work together on the list and sentences described below.  For 4th-6th graders have them work in 
pairs.   

1. Make a list of 5 words that represent onomatopoeia.  
2. Either illustrate each word or use the word in a sentence.   
3. Share what you have drawn or written with others. 
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Sense of Hearing 

 

Number Item Identifier 

1 duck animal 

2 ambulance city 

3 hand saw country 

4 cow animal 

5 school bell place 

6 cars, traffic city 

7 brook and birds country 

8 school playground place 

9 sheep animal 

10 sounds of the city city 

11 rain on leaves country 

12 supermarket checkout place 

13 dog animal 

14 city bus and conversations city 

15 tractor in the field country 

16 carnival or fair place 

 

 


